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Chamber maps out

Michael Nicastro
Chamber
Chatter

The chamber held its
annual Legislative Breakfast
on Jan. 26.

While there are numer-
ous issues that we could
present for a column, we
will take what our legisla-
tive committee has devel-
oped and refine it to four
major categories. For this
coming session, those will
be: The State’s Budget;
Unfunded Mandates on
Municipalities; Avoidance
of Anti-Business legislation;
and, A focus on repairing
our rapidly eroding roads

and bridges.

Here’s a little more
detail around each issue:

State Budget: The truth
be told the state’s budget
was balanced on the backs
of the taxpayers (both indi-
viduals and small business-
es) in 2011. Current fore-
casts are now showing a
significant risk that despite
a significant tax increase a
deficit will be realized. This
is due in large from weaker
income tax revenues but
also from the lack of any
real cost savings.
Unrealistic expense reduc-
tions such as the hope that
state employees will take
better care of themselves
and thus generate health-
care savings have not been
realized.

To complicate this
issue further, we are once
again trapped by a multi-
year no lay-off provision. In
order for Connecticut to
achieve actual fiscal stabili-
ty, the legislature must
develop a plan that imple-
ments real cost reductions
in lieu of further tax
increases.

Unfunded Mandates
on Municipalities: The leg-

islature must take action on
relief of unfunded man-
dates on municipalities this
session. The chamber sup-
ports the efforts of the
Connecticut Conference on
Municipalities. This can no
longer be all talk and no
action.

There is so much “low
hanging fruit” to be har-
vested in unfunded man-
dates that it is ludicrous
that the state has failed to
act. Just the simple step of a
temporary suspension of
certain mandates would
have provided some level of
relief. It will be uncon-
scionable if this simple
issue goes another session
without being addressed.

Avoidance of Anti-
Business Legislation: The
First Five Program and the
proposed Innovation
Ecosystem appear to have
the potential for positive
growth and for diminishing
Connecticut’s reputation
for being anti-business. For
these and other programs
to be effective, the legisla-
ture must avoid the passage
of blatant anti-business leg-
islation such as Paid Sick
Leave.

legislative agenda

Even the mere intro-
duction of legislation (i.e.
Captive Audience which
was shelved) can be detri-
mental. professional site
selectors are very savvy and
they know a truly pro-busi-
ness state from one mas-
querading as one. The
administration and DECD
can attend all the confer-
ences in the world to no
avail if in the end we have a
legislature that continues to
send up legislation that
crushes small business, the
heartbeat of the economy.

Road and Bridge
Improvements: The legisla-
ture must push DOT to
focus its efforts on improv-
ing Connecticut’s status as
one of the worst in the
maintenance and repair of
our roads and bridges.
Have we learned nothing
from the Mianus River
Bridge?

To aid in road repair
and congestion relief, the
legislature must also push
DOT to act quickly on the
strategic rail plan as it
relates to the expansion
and reclamation of freight
lines across the state.
Getting truck traffic off of

our highways is crucial to
the competitiveness of the
state.

As stated previously,
there is much more to the
chamber’s Legislative
Agenda, which we will have
shared with the legislators
on Jan. 26. If addressed, the
items above, (just the “tip of
the iceberg”) can go a long
way to helping business
prosper.

Congratulations to
Bristol Hospital: On behalf
of the chamber’s staff and
Board of Directors we offer
our congratulations to Kurt
Barwis and the entire team
at Bristol Hospital for
another successful year.
The hospital, which is a
critical economic engine
for the City of Bristol and
many of the surrounding
communities, continues to
grow and diversify in an
extremely challenging mar-
ketplace.

We would also like to
thank and congratulate
outgoing Bristol Hospital
board chair, Nancy
Blanchette for her years of
voluntary service to the
hospital and the communi-
ty at large. We can tell you

firsthand that whenever a
community organization
needs help or guidance
Nancy jumps right in with
both feet.

At the same time, the
chamber joins the rest of
the business community in
welcoming Marie O’Brien
as the new board chair for
Bristol Hospital. Having
worked with Marie in the
past, there is no doubt that
her business acumen and
“get it done” approach will
be a critical resource to
Kurt Barwis and hospital
leadership as they navigate
the rapidly changing tides
that now affect the commu-
nity health institution
industry.

We wish Marie the best
of luck in her tenure as
board chair.

Michael D. Nicastro is
president and CEO of the
Central Connecticut
Chambers of Commerce. He
can be reached at
M.Nicastro@Central CTCha
mbers.org

From the left, Kim Hampson, customer service manager of Stop & Shop on
Farmington Avenue, and Diana Esposito, membership director Central

Connecticut Chamber of Commerce.

BARC BITES et 128
The DINING ROOM

Open Mon-Fri 11:30am - 2:00pm
860-584-0043

860 582-9102

All Natural Dogs
DOG BISCUITS $3Z)5 Love

621 Jerome Avenue
Brisol, CT

The GROWING
CENTER ext 133

Special of the Week
CHICKEN

e $625

POT PIE

SOUPS

Mon. Pasta Bean
Tues. Creamy Potato
&t Black Olive
Wed. Wild Rice & Mushroom
Thur. Sausage Florentine
Fri. ~ Creamy Shrimp

Need a hostess gift? Our cyclamen
are beautiful this time of year,
or maybe a Peace Lily piques your
interest. The greenhouse also
offers gorgeous flowering plants
and houseplants.

Hours: Mon-Fri 9:30-3:30

CANDY KITCHEN

ext 134

WANT A SWEET TREAT?

We've made Chocolate Covered Oreos, Peanut ®

Butter Delights and Coconut Shells. Also, come o
see our variety of Pops, and boxes of chocolates o
that we offer. Just call us in advance to order o

party favors for any special occasion. .

Raffle winners announced by Plaza

Bristol Plaza has
announced its winter raffle
winners:

$100 Stop & Shop Gift
Card Joan Loughran

$50 Stop & Shop Gift
Card Amparo Machado

$50 Stop & Shop Gift
Card Joanne Dooey

$25 Stop & Shop Gift
Card Verla Gabrielson

$25 Stop & Shop Gift
Card Maureen
Lawrence

$25 Stop & Shop Gift
Card Christy Rushlow

$25 Stop & Shop Gift
Card S. Clout

$10 Bagels Plus & Deli
Gift Card Theresa Waseleski

$10 Bagels Plus & Deli
Gift Card John Bohn

WWW.
BristolObserver.
com

#1 REASON TO CALL US
WE'VE DONE OVER 3000 BATHROOMS!

HAVE YOUR BATHROOM PROFESSIONALLY
REMODELED IN JUST ONE WEEK. 7

rorss § 56 50.

START MONDAY FINISH THAT FRIDAY

NOT reglazed

3

or mold hiding 2,
liner /

[

Includes: new water resistant sheetrock & taped, new tub & walls,

toilet & seat, vinyl or ceramic floor, vanity & marble sink, all faucets,
medicine cabinet & light. Installation included approx 5x8.

HAVING TROUBLE GETTING IN AND OUT OF YOUR

HIGH BATHTUB

JUST TO TAKE [aduiaied $3 '50

A SHOWER??
:45 Years

Replace that old high tub with a 5" WALK-IN"
INTERLOCKING WATER TIGHT SEAL SHOWER...
Sheetrock patching, faucet & plumbing included. One day Installation!

SUMMA CONSTRUCTION SERVICES L.L.C.
1482 Mer.-Wtby Rd, - Southington, CT

Li d & | d Family Owned & Operated
over o1, Eperience CALL (860) 628-0073 [

$10 Bagels Plus & Deli
Gift Card Julie Stringer

$10 Bagels Plus & Deli
Gift Card Tony Colagiovanni

$25 Dee’s Cleaners &
Laundry Gift Card Valerie
Chase

$25 Dee’s Cleaners &
Laundry Gift Card Brenda

Saucier

$30 Dress Barn Gift
Card Linda DeVoe

$50 Webster Bank Bond
Rita Marrone

Bristol Chamber Sports
Bag of Golf Items Armand
Martin

Surround for Success

Surrounded by
encouraging peers and
caring teachers, students
gain confidence with
each new challenge.

OPEN HOUSE

JANUARY 29TH, 1 PM - 3 PM

UPPER SCHOOL
MIDDLE SCHOOL
LOWER SCHOOL
PRE-KINDERGARTEN

Call: 203-236-9560
Email: admissions@chasemail.org
Web: www.chasecollegiate.org

AN ACADEMICALLY
DEMANDING COED DAY
SCHOOL IN THE
CLASSIC INDEPENDENT
SCHOOL TRADITION.

565 Chase Parkway
Waterbury, CT 06708

Transportation Available




