
Jim Brickman is unique
in the world of music these
days.

Although he has had
his share of hits working
with vocalists, such as
“Valentine” with Martina
McBride in 1997 and “Never
Alone” with Lady
Antebellum, he is known
primarily for his work as a
solo instrumentalist on the
piano.

Calling from his home
in Los Angeles, Brickman
said he can sing and he
sang earlier in his career.
But when he started his
recorded music career in
earnest (he released his first
album was in 1994), he felt
“I was not a singer with
anything to say with my
voice.” Instead, he wanted
to tell stories as an instru-
mental artist.

However, Brickman,
who will be performing at
The Bushnell in Hartford
March 5 to 7, is also quick
to point out that he feels
these days he is more a
songwriter than an instru-
mentalist. There are times
when he wants to tell a
story with his music only as
a pianist. Other times, he
wants to tell a story work-
ing with a vocalist.

Brickman has worked
with numerous vocalists
over the year. Besides
McBride or Lady
Antebellum, he has worked
with contemporary
Christian music artist
Michael W. Smith and
country artist Collin Raye.
Each singer will bring a dif-
ferent dimension to a song.
For example, he said he
recently wrote a song for a
new album that could be
more of a show tune if it
was sung by a Broadway-
type vocalist. But if it was
sung by someone like
Daughtry, it could be hip
and contemporary and
could be a radio single. 

Listening to Brickman’s
music, you can find your-
self taken on a journey.
Brickman’s journey, he said,
begins with a melody. “I’m
big fan of a great melody.”
And if the melody is stir-
ring, the audience’s journey
will begin.

Although his music
tells a story, Brickman said
he doesn’t want to tell the
audience what their jour-
ney should be. “I don’t want

to tell people how to feel,”
said Brickman.

Music has a way of
being interpreted by the lis-
tener, Brickman explained.
For instance, if you’re going
through a bad break up and
you hear a particular song
on the radio, you feel differ-
ently about it than if you
were in a happy relation-
ship.

Asked about his latest
album, “Beautiful World,”
Brickman explained it “is
an amalgam of inspirations
from travels around the
world.” He said the music
on the album is inspired by
the sounds he heard travel-

ing in South America,
Southeast Asia, the U.K.
and Ireland.

Although he had been
touring internationally for
ten years, Brickman said it
wasn’t until his last trip
abroad that he was “taken
by the beauty of that
music.”

Brickman said he didn’t
want to record a world
music album or a trave-
logue album, where he sim-
ply recreated the sounds of
those countries. Instead, he
said, “My music is influ-
enced by those subtle dif-
ferences” in the music of
those cultures.

He did not win, but
Brickman had the honor of
being nominated for a 2009
Best New Age Album
Grammy for his CD, “Faith.”
Asked how it felt to receive
the nod, Brickman said, “It’s
always wonderful.”

“I had been nominat-
ed before a few years ago,”
said Brickman. But he said,
at the time, he didn’t know
much about the process for
nominating albums for a
Grammy. He just thought a
committee would sit in a
room, listening to CDs and
say, “That’s a Grammy win-
ner.”

He learned since then,

nominations are made by
the people around you in
the industry who respect
your work. He said this
makes the nomination that
much more of an honor.

Brickman released his
first album in 1994. So,
essentially, he has held his
job longer than most peo-
ple do.

“I love to perform more
than anything,” Brickman
said. Performing “is at the
top of the list (of the things
I like to do)… It infuses my
life with adventure and
inspiration.”

The three nights in
Hartford is one way
Brickman has been able to
keep his career fresh and
interesting for himself

Typically, Brickman
will perform in a city for
only one night. He will be
in Connecticut for three
days. The Hartford dates
will give him time to center
himself without having to
worry about leaving the
next day. “Being able to set-
tle is important, it gives me
more energy and more
focus.”

For this series of gigs,
held at The Bushnell from
March 5 to 7, Brickman also
will be performing in more
intimate surroundings than
usual. Additionally, rather
than performing with
vocalists or other musicians
for these shows, Brickman
will be putting the focus on
himself and his piano. “I
want to give a difference
experience (to the audi-
ence).”

Throughout his career,
Brickman has been a

staunch supporter of PBS.
He has provided numerous
recorded concert perform-
ances to member stations
during their assorted
fundraising drives. The
DVD version of “Beautiful
World” is his fourth special
for PBS.

“On television, there’s
not a lot of opportunity for
this kind of concert and this
genre,” said Brickman. And
unlike other networks, PBS
is “not at the mercy of
advertising trying to sell to
17-year-olds.”

Brickman said he sup-
ports PBS because of the
“content they provide to
audiences,” such as chil-
dren’s programs, news and
information and the many
documentaries from Ken
Burns.

Brickman said he grew
up with PBS. He said shows
on PBS like “Great
Performances” provided
him with exposure to musi-
cal artists and music he
might not have experienced
otherwise.

“It’s one of the last ves-
tiges of art packaged in a
way that isn’t elitist,” said
Brickman. “It’s non-com-
mercial but it still connects
to the audience education-
ally and entertainment-
wise.”

Jim Brickman will be
performing “An Evening of
Romance” at The Bushnell
in Hartford on Friday,
March 5 and Saturday,
March 6 at 8 p.m. and
Sunday, March 7 at 3 p.m.

For more information,
go to JimBrickman.com or
TheBushnell.org
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Jim Brickman performs at The Bushnell for a special series of performances this
weekend.

$20.00OFF
Tax preparation 2 LOCATIONS

BRISTOL PLAZA (Rt 6)
TERRYVILLE (next to IGA) 

Direct 860-589-4456
Toll Free 800-234-1040

No Appointment Necessary

COUNTLESS TAX
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296 Arch Street, 
New Britain, CT 860-223-4555

WE FIX’EM FAST/EMERGENCY SERVICE

ACME APPLIANCE
SALES • SERVICE • PARTS

SAME DAY 
SERVICE

• GAS HEATING STOVE SPECIALISTS
• Good Reconditioned Appliances
• Over 5000sq ft of New & Used Parts in Stock
• Residential & Commercial Appliances 

Serviced Daily!
• Bosch Authorized Service Center
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A Big Thank You to the Area 
Merchants for donating 

gift certificates & merchandise 
to our Uncle Ted’s Got Smarts

Trivia Contest

Uncle Ted’s

Delii 66 from Plantsville

Eclipsee Hairr Salon from Southington

Greer’ss Chicken from Bristol

JJ && SS Autoo Sales from Southington

Perron’ss Flooring from Southington

Pizzaa Plus from Bristol

Tortaisee && thee Hare from Bristol 
for donating 2 gift certificates

Sabino’ss Restaurant from Bristol

Wirelesss Zone from Bristol

We couldn’t have done it without you!

Tree Removal
Stump Grinding
Log Transport

and
Crane Removal

RICHARD C. BRAKEN
Owner / Operator

600 East Street
New Britain, CT 06051

Phone: 860-250-9139
Email: bonestcmc@aol.com

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY SERVICE

Ceiling Surgeon
Specializing in:

*Spray Textures
*Repairs of stains, cracks, 

holes, etc.
*New replacement ceilings
*Mold & mildew treatment

Over 25 years
of ceiling experience

Bristol & Surrounding

Communities (860) 261-4071

or cell (860) 595-8926
Reg. No. 544128
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