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Future of west end discussed by advocates

By ELIO GUGLIOTTI
STAFF WRITER

Elizabeth  Grossman
stood before a group of
roughly two dozen advo-
cates of arebirth in the city’s
west end neighborhood and
asked a simple question.

“What do you want (the
west end) to become?”
Grossman asked.

The question was sim-
ple, but the answer was
looked upon as a vital step
in creating a vision for the
west end and shaping the
future of the neighborhood.

Earlier in the year, the
city began a study of the
west end neighborhood in
partnership with the New
Haven-based consulting
firm The Capstan Group to
formulate a blueprint for
the future growth of the
neighborhood. On June 12,
the fourth installment of a
series of meetings in the
study was held at the
Imagine Nation Children’s
Museum.

Grossman, chief execu-
tive officer of The Capstan
Group, said she received a
mixed response following a
May visionary workshop.
The responses, she said,
ranged from exciting to a
waste of time, and she won-
dered aloud the reason for
some of the apathy.

David Hamelin, a
member of the west end
neighborhood advisory
committee, responded by
saying until there’s a vision
and a plan some people will
remain skeptical. “Until you
have that, people are just

The Capstan Group
will be hosting business
focus groups as part of
the West End
Neighborhood  Study.
Business owners from
the west end neighbor-
hood are invited to
attend one of the two
scheduled focus groups
to talk about their con-
cerns and ideas for the

Focus group meetings planned

neighborhood.
Both focus groups
will cover the same

ground and are sched-
uled for Monday, June 23
from 6 to 7 p.m. and
Wednesday, June 25 from
8 am. to 9 p.m. The
groups will be held at the
Imagine Nation
Children’s Museum on
Pleasant Street.

kind of sitting on the side
and waiting for something
to happen,” he said.

The vision and plan
Hamelin spoke of returned
back to Grossman’s ques-
tion of what people want
the neighborhood to
become. The answer would
take the form of the com-
mittee’s vision statement for
the neighborhood, a long
term concrete guideline for
the west end.

“This is the flagship
statement that really clari-
fies much of what’s going to
happen (in the west end),”
said City Planner Alan
Weiner.

Weiner said the vision
for the west end must be a
unique one. “Otherwise, it’s
just another neighbor-
hood,” he said.

The vision was dis-
cussed for roughly an hour,
as constant themes
emerged from the conversa-
tion. The vision that unfold-
ed was one of a welcoming,
supportive community with
thriving businesses, where
its resident are proud of the

neighborhood’s unique
aspect that make it a desir-
able destination. However,
going from vision to reality
takes planning, and with a
vision in place the group
shifted its focus to strategic
priorities to turning the
neighborhood around.

Grossman spoke of
numerous plans that can be
implemented as part of the
study to help build the
vision, from bike paths and
inter-park trails to programs
that facilitate homeowner-
ship in the neighborhood.
The committee narrowed
them down to the highest
priorities in their eyes, with
the Chic Miller property as
the highest.

While the property, a
former car dealership on
West Street, was number
one for the committee it’s
private property and Mayor
Art Ward put to rest any
rumors of the city buying it.

Ward said the city has
informed the owner it’s not
interested in buying the
property, especially with a
slow economy right now. He

said the owner already has
potential buyers for the
property.

Following the Chic
Miller property on the list of
priorities were streetscape
improvements, new parking
for businesses, and several
other private properties
that have become eyesores
around the neighborhood,

including the former IGA
property.

Committee member
Nicholas Piotrowski said the
priorities reflect one of the
biggest issues facing the
neighborhood, blight. “It all
comes down to your per-
ception of the neighbor as
blight,” he said.

Grossman said there’s

no magic potion to cure all
of the blighted properties in
the neighborhood. She said
it starts by addressing one
property at a time, and the
perception will began to
turn.

Comments? Email
egugliotti@BristolObserver.
com.
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SERVING YOUR FAMILY SINCE 1987”
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1,200 sq. ft. Cape . ... .$2,695.00
2,200 sq. ft. Raised Ranch . $4,995.00
2,400 sq. ft. Colonial . . .$5,995.00

Also Specials on Rip & Re-Roofs

1,200 sq. ft. Cape $3,895.00

2200 sq. ft. Raised Ranch . . $6,995.00

2 400 sq. ft. Colonial . . $7,695.00
Based on 25 years 3 -TAB

Ask Us About Our 50 year
Labor & Material Warranty
GAF authorized Roofer
Lic#AU11343

Siding
Specials

3/8” Insulation, .042 Vinyl Siding, Windows & Doors|
Trim, Ventilated Overhangs, 2 pairs of Shutters

1,200 sq. ft. Cape . ... $4,200.00
2,200 sq. ft. Raised Ranch . . $7,699.00
2,400 sq. ft. Colonial . . .$8,400.00

Deck
Specials

$2,400.00
$3,600.00
$5,080.00

Deck includes: Pressure Treated Lumber Blue
Prints, Permits, Piers, Decking & Spmdle Railings.

FREE Estimates nﬂn m

Fully insured
Licensed #532398 _I_H
Ask for Scott —

(860) 584-5451 ) &k

Vinyl Replacement
Windows Double Hung

$199° for 10 or more
Installed complete up to 73 U.l.
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New Roofs °

Overlay ¢ Repair “"WE DON'T DO JUST WINDOWS"”

How can we help you?

WINDOWS 0 SIDING DOORS

PATIO DOORS
B W -NsuLATiNG-
& DOORS

Repair ¢ Repoint ® Rebuild
Caps ¢ Flashing
8600 GAS CARD | $60 GAS CARD

with with
New Roofing System Chimney Repair
if signed on by 6/30/08

Quality Work » Owner On Every Job!

ALL SEASONS

Contact Joe (860) 261-5602 Bristol
Over 25 years experience,
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‘99

PER WINDOW
No Minimum!

Advertise here! You're reading it.
Your customers are too!
Call The Observer/Step Saver
(860) 628-9645

[ ‘“a Family owned and operated Company in Southington”
1 DAY INSTALLATION Since 1979
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