
through it all, the Zone One
championship was another
impressive benchmark for
the squad.

Post 2’s strength has
been its pitching and Bristol
has an outstanding rotation
at its disposal.

Craig Lejeune, Justin
Tacinelli, Matt Niedzwiecki
and Steve Chamberland
have been as solid a core as
you’ll find in the state while
Tyler Cyr, Josh Kimball and
closer Mike Methot all made
contributions on the
mound.

But one major change
this season has been the
coaching staff as first-year
coach Dave Nocera and
first-year assistants Jamie
Bukowski and Matt
Hackney – along with veter-
an assistant coach Jeff
Fruchtenicht – all have per-
formed admirably in what
turned out to be one of the
most intense and dramatic
Legion baseball seasons on
record.

This coaching staff pro-
vided not just great leader-
ship but guidance during an
extremely busy 2010 sched-
ule.

“The coaching staff has
great chemistry,” said
Nocera. “I thought we
blended well early on in the
season. We all have our
strengths which, when you
put them together, it really
helps the kids tremendous-
ly.”

Hackney was an all-
state catcher from Bristol
Central and during the mid-
dle part of the decade and
was a critical member of the
Bristol Legion squad during
his stint as a player.

He moved on to
Western New England
College and eventually
spent three years in various
independent baseball
leagues.

In 162 career games,
Hackney batted .217 with
three home runs and 40 RBI
with those independents.

Currently playing for
the Bristol Merchants of the

Greater Hartford Twilight
League, his experience as a
catcher has been invaluable
to Post 2 this season. 

“When you look at
Hackney for example,
because he was such a good
player for such a long peri-
od of time, he is very good at
communicating the
mechanical aspects of the
game,” said Nocera. “He’s
able to teach it so he adds
value there. He’s obviously
our pitching coach and
being a long time catcher,
that helps us.”

Bukowski is a former
coach of the Plainville’s
Legion baseball program
and is also a veteran of the
Bristol Merchants.

He also fit seamlessly
with Bristol’s squad and was
another respected leader
the players often turned to.

“Jamie is a defensive
guru,” said Nocera. “He real-
ly understands how the
infield works so he adds
value there. And obviously
he has head coaching expe-
rience, which certainly

helps me.”
And Nocera’s first sea-

son at the helm was also a
complete success.

With a wealth of base-
ball knowledge, Nocera
knew where to put all the
pieces for optimum effi-
ciency this season.

“My value is really
(being) a strategic coach,”
said Nocera. “I understand
how to manage a game
(and) I understand how to
motivate players.”

“You put all those
strengths together and the
three (coaches) really blend
well and I think we needed
to do that to get through
what was a very challenging
season for us.”

The Legion season was
even more compact this
season as the state tourna-
ment is to begin earlier this
year than past years.

But through it all, this
group of players put it all
together, understanding the
bigger picture involved and
will come out as a five or six
seed in the upcoming state

tournament.
“The schedule was real-

ly challenging,” said Nocera.
“It’s been a hot summer and
we had to play a lot of
games in a short period of
time. It was a big challenge
for us. To come out of this
thing with a zone champi-
onship to me is a great tes-
tament to these players and
I do hope the community
understands that it’s a big
accomplishment for these
kids.”

“I don’t want (the com-
munity) to underestimate
how important winning the
zone was to this team and to
the demeanor of this
group.”

There is clearly more
work to be done and Nocera

and his crew know it.
With its strong pitching

staff, a deep run through the
post-season is not only
probable but expected.

And winning the state
championship will be yet
another benchmark to an
even bigger goal.

“I certainly think we’re
positioned to win the state
tournament,” said Nocera.
“We have as good a chance
as anybody. As long as we
minimize our mistakes, as
long as we do the little
things that are necessary to
win, our pitching will carry
us through the state tourna-
ment.”

“It’s an overall good
season.” 
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Hot Properties
Selected home offerings from:
Southington, Bristol, Plainville

1250 South End Road
Southington, CT

111 Oakridge Road
Bristol, CT

175 Mountain Pond Road
Southington, CT 

Price: $399,900
Style: Split Level
Agency: Century 21-A Gold Action Realty, Inc.
Contact: Paula Ray at 860-589-1111 Ext 234
Features: Price Reduced! Beautiful quality built 
11 rooms situated on 3.3 acres on cul-de-sac, featuring 
6 BRs, 3Fbaths and 2 half baths, MBR w/Fbath, dressing rm &
balcony, remod eat-in kit w/cath ceiling, FLR w/FP, FDR
w/hutch, 2 FRs w/FP, c/a, pool, tennis court, 2 car garage, and
more. Dir: Burlington Ave to Cambridge to Fern Hill to
Oakridge.

Price: $359,900
Style: Ranch
Agency: North Star Real Estate LLC
Contact: Jan at 860-621-0077
Features: $15,000 worth of updates have just begun!! 4 BR 3
BA spacious ranch w/pellet stove in LR, FAM RM w/ builtins,
MBR suite w/ FP & Jacuzzi. 4  car oversized garage 60x 18 deck
w/ hot tub & fenced in yard. Newer C-Air, 6 zone heat irrg-sec.

Price: $498,500
Sq. Footage: 2961
Agency: Putnam Agency Redal Estate, 
943 Queen Street, Southington
Contact: Brenda Volpe at 860-628-5691 x 3005
Features: This beautiful D&J built Colonial with ten rooms,
four bedrooms, 2.5 baths, fully applianced kitchen with granite
counters tray vaulted ceilings, CA, CV, surround sound, 
4 season sunroom w/fireplace, 2 gas fireplaces, chair rails,
hardwood floors, recessed lightning, fenced
in rear yard, two car garage, and so much
more. Brought to you by:

To feature a home in Hot Properties, call our Advertising Dept., 860-628-9645
www.SouthingtonObserver.com • www.StepSaver.com • www.BristolObserver.com

213 Spring St., Southington, CT
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Season: Bristol rides pitching into post-season action
From page 24

BAY-MAR REALTY
860-582-7404

OPEN EVENINGS & WEEKENDS

BRISTOL: JUST LISTED! take a look 
at this unique 9 RM home that features 
3 BRs, 2 1⁄2 BAs, FR, sunroom, 
cathedral ceilings, playroom, open 
floor plan, 2 FP’s, private rear yard 
and a 2 car garage.

$ 285,000

BRISTOL: JUST LISTED! 6 room cape 
with 3 BRs, 1 1⁄2 baths, large lot, fenced 
in yard, large deck overlooking rear yard. 
A little TLC will turn this home into a doll 
house.  Asking $159,900.

PLAINVILLE: JUST LISTED! 
Exceptional Cape with full dormer, new 
roof, Counter tops, Rec Room w/
fireplace, living room w/fireplace, 7 
rooms, 4 BRs, 2 BAs, 1 car garage.

A MUST SEE  $ 243 ,900

PLAINVILLE: You must see this neat, 
clean well maintained Brick Cape. 
Some of the features are 3 BRs, LR w/
FP, new kitchen, 1st floor laundry, 1 1⁄2
BAs, C/Air, Breezeway to patio and 
attached oversized 2 car garage w/
storage loft. Close to all amenities. 

Asking $ 239,900

 860-582-7404860-582-7404
 Eachh of f icee iss independentlyy ownedd andd operated Eachh of f icee iss independentlyy ownedd andd operated

BRISTOL: JUST LISTED! Charming 
Cape with remodeled kitchen, hardwood 
floors, 6 rooms, 3 bedrooms, 2 car 
garage, remodeled, just move into this 
home. Call for your showing today. 

$ 195,000

BRISTOL: Cute starter home AND great 
condo alternative. This 2 BR Ranch features 
a fully applianced eat-in kitchen, remodeled 
BA and FLR w/gas FP. This home also 
features a gas hot air htg system. There is 
also a newly constructed front driveway w/
crushed stone parking area and new 
stairway to walkway to home.

Asking $ 129 ,900


