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The Fifth Annual
Panera Bread Open golf
tournament will be held on
Monday, July 26 at Mohegan
Sun’s Pautipaug Golf Course
in Baltic, CT. 

All proceeds from the
event will benefit
Panera/HBG’s Operation
Dough-Nation  partner, the

Connecticut Sports
Foundation Against Cancer
(CSFAC), based in Old
Saybrook. The CSFAC is
partners with nine bakery-
cafes owned and operated
by Panera franchisee,
Howley Bread Group, based
in Cumberland, RI. The par-
ticipating cafes include the

one in Bristol.
Open to the public, the

tournament will feature a 9
a.m. shotgun start and a
buffet dinner, auction, raffle
and awards presentation
starting at 3 p.m.

ESPN Radio’s Jason
Page of The Back Page will
take part in the event as a

celebrity guest.
Other highlights of the

day will include 18-holes of
golf with a cart, a gift bag, a
continental breakfast, lunch
on the course, and various
golf contests. The cost per
player is $190 and $760 for a
foursome.  Sponsorship
packages range from $175

to $4,500. Participants are
asked to both register and
provide payment as soon as
possible to ensure partici-
pation as there is a cap of
144 players. 

For more information
on the Panera Bread Open
golf tournament, please
contact Panera Bread’s Phil

Paro at (860) 430-1477 or
pparo@howleybread.com.
Wendy Kopp at (860) 742-
7399 or wkopp@howley-
bread.com; or visit the web-
site at www.pan-
eraopen2010com. 

Golf tournament to benefit fight against cancer

ESPN’s Chris Berman to
Receive 2010 Pete Rozelle
Radio-Television Award
From Pro Football Hall of
Fame 

The Pro Football Hall of
Fame has named ESPN’s
Chris Berman the 2010
recipient of the Pete Rozelle
Radio-Television Award.
The annual award recog-
nizes “long-time exception-
al contributions to radio
and television in profes-
sional football.”

Berman will receive the
award on Friday, Aug. 6 dur-
ing the Enshrinees Dinner
in Canton, Ohio, when the
members of the Pro
Football Hall of Fame Class
of 2010 – Russ Grimm,
Rickey Jackson, Dick
LeBeau, Floyd Little, John
Randle, Jerry Rice, and
Emmitt Smith – receive
their gold Pro Football Hall
of Fame jackets. 

The Class of 2010
Enshrinement Ceremony
takes place the following
day at 7 p.m. ET and will be
televised live on ESPN. 

Past recipients of the
Pete Rozelle Radio-

Television Award include:
Bill McPhail (1989); Lindsey
Nelson (1990); Ed Sabol
(1991); Chris Schenkel
(1992); Curt Gowdy (1993);
Pat Summerall (1994); Frank
Gifford (1995); Jack Buck
(1996); Charlie Jones (1997);
Val Pinchbeck (1998); Dick
Enberg (1999); Ray Scott
(2000); Roone Arledge
(2001); John Madden (2002);
Don Criqui (2003); Van
Miller (2004), Myron Cope
(2005); Lesley Visser (2006);
Don Meredith (2007); Dan
Dierdorf (2008); and Irv
Cross (2009).

Said Berman in a press
release: “I embraced pro
football a long time ago. I
am honored and humbled
beyond belief that pro foot-
ball, in turn, has embraced
me. To have my name asso-
ciated with Pete Rozelle’s in
any way, shape or form is an
honor that I take very much
to heart.”

“With a signature style
and genuine enthusiasm,
Chris has informed and
entertained millions of foot-
ball fans as the face of
ESPN’s coverage of the

National Football League
for more than three
decades, and we are thrilled
that one of our company’s
pioneers will take his place
among the sport’s most
important contributors,”
added ESPN President
George Bodenheimer in a
press release. 

Berman arrived at
ESPN in October 1979 – just
one month after the net-
work launched. The 2010
season will be Berman’s
25th consecutive as studio
host of Sunday NFL
Countdown, having long
surpassed Brent
Musburger’s 15-year record
in 2001 as the longest run-
ning host of a weekly pro
football studio show. The
weekly Sunday morning
pre-game show has won
seven Sports Emmy awards
for Outstanding Studio
Show — Weekly.  

A veteran of 28 Super
Bowls, beginning with the
49ers’ first NFL
Championship in Super
Bowl XVI, Berman has
worked alongside Tom
Jackson on Sunday NFL

Countdown since 1987,
when ESPN first acquired
the rights to carry the NFL.

When Monday Night
Football moved to ESPN in
2006, so did Berman’s signa-
ture weekly halftime high-
lights trip through the NFL,
“The Fastest Three Minutes
in Television.”  It was a sta-
ple on Sunday Night
Football for all 19 years
(1987-2005), and remains
one now on Monday Night
Football. In 2006, Berman
traveled to the MNF city
each week to host the
Monday Night Countdown
90-minute pre-game, half-
time and post-game shows.
He continues in that role
today from the ESPN stu-
dios, and in 2008 Berman
had the honor of conduct-
ing the final interviews with
then presidential candi-
dates Barack Obama and
John McCain during the
MNF halftime on the eve of
the election.

Berman played the role
of halftime host for ABC
Sports’ Monday Night
Football from 1996-1999,
and he served as host of the

Monday Night Blast pre-
game show in 1998 and
anchored the network’s
Wildcard Saturday from
1996-2005. In 2000, 2003
and 2006, Berman anchored
ABC’s Super Bowl XXXIV,
XXXVII and XL pre-game
shows. Berman has served
as Master of Ceremony for
the prestigious Pro Football
Hall of Fame Induction cer-
emony for 10 years (1999-
2008)

Berman has anchored
ESPN’s annual NFL Draft
telecast since 1987, and he
hosted ESPN’s two-hour
documentary presentation
in 2009 of The Greatest
Game Ever Played high-
lighting the legendary 1958
NFL Championship Game
between the Colts and
Giants.

Berman has been
named National
Sportscaster of the Year six
times by the National
Sportscasters and
Sportswriters Association
(NSSA), the CableACE
Award as cable’s best sports
host four times, and
“Sportscaster of the Year” in

the Studio Host category on
three occasions by the
American Sportscasters
Association. His various
shows have won 10 Emmy
Awards and 12 CableACEs.

Other honors for
Berman include the presti-
gious Reds Bagnell Award
(2001) from the Maxwell
Football Club of
Philadelphia for “contribu-
tions to the game of foot-
ball,” and The Pat
Summerall Award at the
2009 Legends for Charity
dinner in recognition of his
longtime excellence in foot-
ball broadcasting. Berman
was named in 2008 to the
CableFAX Hall of Fame as a
member of the inaugural
class of inductees, and he
was honored May 24, 2010
by the Hollywood Chamber
of Commerce with a star on
the Hollywood Walk of
Fame as a tribute for his
more than 30 years of con-
tribution to the sports tele-
vision industry.

ESPN’s Berman to receive award from Pro Football Hall of Fame
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Rookie meets the kids
Rookie the Rock Cat, sidekick to New Britain Rock Cat mascot Rocky, visited with
children at the Bristol Public Library recently. At left, Braden Barron poses with
autographed ball from Rookie. Above, Alexander Misarti has his ball auto-
graphed.

BRISTOL COACHES
Bristol coaches are encouraged

to send in their team results.
Email them to mletendre@BristolObserver.com


